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In Screening Culture, Viewing Politics Purnima Mankekar presents a cutting-edge ethnography of television-
viewing in India. With a focus on the responses of upwardly-mobile, yet lower-to-middle class urban women
to state-sponsored entertainment serials, Mankekar demonstrates how television in India has profoundly
shaped women’s place in the family, community, and nation, and the crucial role it has played in the
realignment of class, caste, consumption, religion, and politics.
Mankekar examines both “entertainment” narratives and advertisements designed to convey particular ideas
about the nation. Organizing her study around the recurring themes in these shows—Indian womanhood,
family, community, constructions of historical memory, development, integration, and sometimes
violence—Mankekar dissects both the messages televised and her New Delhi subjects’ perceptions of and
reactions to these messages. In the process, her ethnographic analysis reveals the texture of these women’s
daily lives, social relationships, and everyday practices. Throughout her study, Mankekar remains attentive
to the tumultuous historical and political context in the midst of which these programs’ integrationalist
messages are transmitted, to the cultural diversity of the viewership, and to her own role as ethnographer. In
an enlightening epilogue she describes the effect of satellite television and transnational programming to
India in the 1990s.
Through its ethnographic and theoretical richness, Screening Culture, Viewing Politics forces a
reexamination of the relationship between mass media, social life, and identity and nation formation in non-
Western contexts. As such, it represents a major contribution to a number of fields, including media and
communication studies, feminist studies, anthropology, South Asian studies, and cultural studies.
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From reader reviews:

Sandy Holiday:

Within other case, little people like to read book Screening Culture, Viewing Politics: An Ethnography of
Television, Womanhood, and Nation in Postcolonial India. You can choose the best book if you appreciate
reading a book. Providing we know about how is important the book Screening Culture, Viewing Politics:
An Ethnography of Television, Womanhood, and Nation in Postcolonial India. You can add understanding
and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can
recognize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will end up known. About
simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open a book as well as searching
by internet device. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Leon Fisher:

Screening Culture, Viewing Politics: An Ethnography of Television, Womanhood, and Nation in
Postcolonial India can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that
straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocab,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to
place every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Screening Culture, Viewing Politics: An
Ethnography of Television, Womanhood, and Nation in Postcolonial India however doesn't forget the main
point, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one
among it. This great information can drawn you into new stage of crucial contemplating.

David Blunt:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only
find publication that need more time to be go through. Screening Culture, Viewing Politics: An Ethnography
of Television, Womanhood, and Nation in Postcolonial India can be your answer given it can be read by an
individual who have those short free time problems.

Melvin Dwyer:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book Screening Culture, Viewing Politics:
An Ethnography of Television, Womanhood, and Nation in Postcolonial India to make your current reading
is interesting. Your personal skill of reading talent is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose
straightforward book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the feeling about book and reading through
especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open a book and learn it. Beside that the book Screening
Culture, Viewing Politics: An Ethnography of Television, Womanhood, and Nation in Postcolonial India can



to be your friend when you're sense alone and confuse using what must you're doing of their time.
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