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During his short and stormy life, John Moncure Daniel served as U.S. diplomat, journalist, Confederate
officer, and conscience of the Confederacy. Strongly pro-slavery, fiercely loyal to the Confederacy, and an
outspoken opponent of Jefferson Davis, Daniel made many enemies and fought as many as nine duels.
Douglas Southall Freeman called him a strange blend of genius and misanthropy. John Daniel became a
leading Richmond editor and a force in the Democratic party by his early twenties. President Franklin Pierce
rewarded Daniel for his support in the 1852 campaign by making him American envoy to the kingdom of
Sardinia at Turin. There Daniel weathered serious scandals but won high praise for his reporting on Italy's
unification. Daniel returned to Richmond after South Carolina seceded from the Union in December 1860.
Resuming editorship of the Examiner, he pushed successfully for the secession of Virginia (leaving the paper
twice to serve as a Confederate officer) and attacked Jefferson Davis as timid, incompetent, and corrupt.
Wounded in 1864 in a duel with the Treasurer of the Confederacy, Daniel died in Richmond in March 1865,
at age 39, just days before Union troops took the city. This fascinating first biography of Daniel incorporates
much new research, including correspondence between foreign ministers in Turin and their envoys in
Washington and a series of private letters between John Daniel and his great uncle Peter Vivian Daniel of the
U.S. Supreme Court, U.S. Secretary of War John Floyd, and others. Pen of Fire fills a gap in general
American historiography, in published works dealing with nineteenth-century American diplomacy, and in
studies of the Civil War.
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Crider:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just
watching TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is
look different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read
you can spent the entire day to reading a book. The book Pen of Fire: John Moncure Daniel it is quite good
to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. If you
did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read
this book from your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book possesses high quality.

Nicholas Valles:

The reason why? Because this Pen of Fire: John Moncure Daniel is an unordinary book that the inside of the
e-book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will zap you with the secret the item inside. Reading this
book adjacent to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such incredible way makes the content
inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for
you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a
lot of rewards than the other book include such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking
approach. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were being you I will go to the reserve store
hurriedly.

Alice Olivares:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled
Pen of Fire: John Moncure Daniel your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most
aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a
e-book then become one form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get just before. The Pen
of Fire: John Moncure Daniel giving you yet another experience more than blown away your mind but also
giving you useful information for your better life with this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern at
this point is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like
winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Cassandra Rosas:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok you can have the
e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Pen of Fire: John Moncure Daniel which is
obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.
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