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The Garden of Perfect Brightness (Yuanming Yuan) in the western suburbs of the Quing capital, Beijing,
was begun by the great Kangxi (r. 1661-1722) and expanded by his son, Yongzheng (r. 1722-1736) and
brought to its greatest glory by his grandson, Qianlong (r. 1736-1796). A lover of literature and art, Qinglong
sought an earthly reflection of his greatness in his Yuanming Yuan. For many years he designed and directed
an elaborate program of garden arrangements. Representing two generations of painstaking research, this
book follows the emperor as he ruled his empire from within his garden. In a landscape of lush plants,
artificial mountains and lakes, and colorful buildings, he sought to represent his wealth and power to his
diverse subjects and to the world at large. Having been looted and burned in the mid-nineteenth century by
western forces, it now lies mostly in ruins, but it was the world’s most elaborate garden in the eighteenth
century. The garden suggested a whole set of concepts—religious, philosophical, political, artistic, and
popular—represented in landscape and architecture. Just as bonsai portrays a garden in miniature, the
imperial Yuanming Yuan at the height of its splendor represented the Qing Empire in microcosm.

Includes 62 color plates and 35 black & white photographs.
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From reader reviews:

Lavinia Arthur:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Gardens of a Chinese Emperor:
Imperial Creations of the Qianlong Era, 1736-1796 book because this book offers you rich facts and
knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may
already know.

Grace Moreno:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with
their family, or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic in
the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The
first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try look for book,
may be the publication untitled Gardens of a Chinese Emperor: Imperial Creations of the Qianlong Era,
1736-1796 can be good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Mary Williams:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Gardens of a Chinese Emperor: Imperial Creations of the Qianlong Era, 1736-1796 your brain will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will
become your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a guide then become one contact form
conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get prior to. The Gardens of a Chinese Emperor:
Imperial Creations of the Qianlong Era, 1736-1796 giving you yet another experience more than blown away
your brain but also giving you useful information for your better life in this era. So now let us teach you the
relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like
winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Willie Navarro:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer is usually Gardens of a Chinese Emperor: Imperial Creations of the
Qianlong Era, 1736-1796 why because the fantastic cover that make you consider in regards to the content
will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your



reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.
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