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The remarkable career of one of America’s greatest detectives—a story of murder, mayhem, and
intrigue

Philip Marlowe, Dirty Harry, and even Law & Order—none of these would exist as they do today were it not
for the legendary career of nineteenth-century New York City cop Thomas Byrnes. From 1854 to 1895,
Byrnes rose through the ranks of the city’s police department to become one of the most celebrated
detectives in American history, a larger-than-life figure who paved the way for modern-day police methods,
both good and bad.

During the age of Gangs of New York, Byrnes solved many of the most sensational and high-profile cases in
the city and the country. He captured Manhattan’s Jack the Ripper copy-cat killer; solved the murder of
prostitute Maude Merrill, who was killed by her jealous lover—her own uncle; solved the largest bank heist
in American history; arrested anarchist Emma Goldman for inciting a riot in Union Square; and
accomplished much more. For both good and ill, according to the New York Times, Byrnes “shaped not just
the New York City Detective Bureau but the template for detective work . . . in every modern American
metropolis.” He not only pioneered crime scene investigation, but also perfected the brutal interrogation
process called “the third degree.” He revolutionized the gathering of evidence and was the first to use mug
shots and keep criminal records. But when Police Commissioner Theodore Roosevelt investigated the
corruption that had plagued the department for decades, the man one prominent journalist had dubbed the
“big policeman” was forced to resign.

Bringing the Gilded Age to life as he did in his acclaimed King of Heists: The Sensational Bank Robbery of
1878 That Shocked America, J. North Conway narrates in thrilling, vivid detail the crimes, murders,
corruption, and gritty police work associated with the father of the American detective.
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From reader reviews:

David Carson:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very
own spare time to take a stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book
called Big Policeman: The Rise and Fall of Thomas Byrnes, America's First, Most Ruthless, and Greatest
Detective? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time with the
favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have other opinion?

Keri Yokum:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they
write about the information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl,
or how to teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on
earth always try to improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write to
their book. One of them is this Big Policeman: The Rise and Fall of Thomas Byrnes, America's First, Most
Ruthless, and Greatest Detective.

Peter Singleton:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Big Policeman: The Rise and Fall of Thomas
Byrnes, America's First, Most Ruthless, and Greatest Detective can be the solution, oh how comes? A book
you know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this completely new era is
common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?

Thomas Crittenden:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And
you also know that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know
that reading is very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims
Big Policeman: The Rise and Fall of Thomas Byrnes, America's First, Most Ruthless, and Greatest
Detective.
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